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Good morning, Chairperson Mendelson and members of the Committee.

My name is Emilia Calma and I am the Director of Research and Policy at the D.C.
Policy Center, an independent nonpartisan think tank advancing policies for a strong,
competitive, and vibrant economy in the District of Columbia. I am speaking today
about out of school time programs in D.C. The number of OST seats has increased
since 2017, but investments are unevenly distributed across the city and many families
still face barriers to participation.

The D.C. Policy Center has worked with DME and the OST office, and in April,
will release a comprehensive report on out of school time (OST) programs in
the District of Columbia. The report describes the current landscape of OST
programs, the number of available spots for public school students (both DCPS and
public charter schools), and whether those spots meet the needs of students and
families in the District.

Since 2017, the District has expanded OST capacity significantly.! OST program
capacity was particularly strong for elementary and middle school afterschool programs,
and programs were most frequently located in the wards in which public school
students live and go to school (Wards 8, 7, 4, and 5). By our estimation, there were
approximately 150 providers offering 474 subsidized afterschool and summer OST
programs in school year 2021-22. Providers collectively offered 30,360 afterschool seats
in OST programs at the PK3 through grade 8 level, and 6,090 seats at the high school
level. In addition, there were 16,434 seats in summer programs for elementary and
middle school students (24 percent of enrollment), and 15,044 seats for high school
students (80 percent of enroliment), of which, approximately 8,350 (45 percent of
enrollment) were seats in the MBSYEP.

OST seats by program time, school year 2021-22

Single day

Before Seasonal Seasonal

Grade Band After School Summer School sports Weekends Breaks school Other
closures

PK3 through grade 8 30,360 16,434 9,655 7,698 5,547 4,134 2,695 2,754

Grades 9 through 12 6,090 15,044 477 528 3,574 2321 606 880

Source: Provider surveys conducted by the D.C. Policy Center, administrative data from DCPS for Title | schools, ) D.C. POLICY

administrative data summaries from Department of Parks and Recreation, and administrative data summaries from the y ~
Department of Employment Services for the Marion Barry Summer Youth Employment Program. / CENTER

Coverage of OST programs vary by ward and can change when measured
against where students live versus where students attend school. The existing
subsidized seat capacity in afterschool programs can serve 43 percent of students
enrolled in elementary and middle schools, and the existing summer capacity can serve
23 percent of these students. For high school students, the citywide coverage rate is 33
percent for afterschool programs and 35 percent for summer programs (excluding the
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seats MBSYEP—when those seats are included, the coverage rate goes up to nearly 100
percent).

OST coverage rates by ward for afterschool programs, by grade band, student residence, and
where students go to school

Based on PK3-Grade 8 Grades 9-12

Location of
students'
homes

Location of
students'
schools

0 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% or more
Source: Public school student counts by their ward of residence obtained from the DME and capacity /7 . D.C. POLICY
data compiled by the D.C. Policy Center. ) P CENTER

When comparing the number of programs to the number of students
geographically, capacity is highest in Wards 1 and 2. While Wards 7 and 8 had
the largest number of seats overall, there were less seats available per student on
average than in other parts of the city. This is because the highest percentage of
students live in those wards, creating greater competition for available seats.
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Cumulative count of afterschool seats by distance to student residence for PK3 to grade 8

(average by ward)
D.C. Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward 5 Ward 6 Ward 7 Ward 8
Under 0.25 miles 38 46 59 2 48 51 30 34 34
Under 0.50 miles 197 264 428 15 284 191 174 150 188
Under 0.75 miles 502 765 1,027 54 734 450 440 389 458
Under 1.0 mile 948 1,502 1,805 18 1,356 894 807 729 870
Under 1.5 miles 2,164 3,577 3,200 284 2,789 2,480 1,758 1,644 2,026
Under 2.0 miles 3,632 574 3,399 2,780 3,365
2 . I o0

Source: Student level data provided by DME, and provider data D.C. POLICY
compiled and geocoded by the D.C. Policy Center. Y P ENTEF

Barriers to entry remain for OST programs, especially for students with
special needs. Parents and guardians expressed frustration with finding information
on OST programs, getting spots in programs (especially high-quality ones),
transportation options, affordability, and ability to meet student’s needs. These
problems are particularly potent for students with specific needs, such as English
learners and students with disabilities.

We welcome proposed investments in the FY24 budget including My
Afterschool DC which would increase outreach and access to OST programs,
and investments for OST programming for students with disabilities and
special education needs. We hope these funds can increase access to OST
programming for students with special needs and can help address the specific needs of
students in D.C. A survey of the parent and guardian experience showed that the
current Learn24 Program Finder program is not seen as a useful source of information.
As such, investments in My AfterschoolDC hub are particularly timely and important.
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Preferred source of information for OST programs
Percentage of respondents reporting

Mpchidsactiod! _83%

Websites 49%

Social media 42%

Recreation Centers 37%

PTA meetings 35%

Friends and family 23%

Other 16%

Learn 24 program
finder 15%

Source: Parent survey conducted by PAVE D.C. POLICY
Note: Parents checked multiple options. Y P  CENTER

Detailed information about where students in D.C. live and go to school, program
locations and characteristics, assessments of need and coverage of OST programs, and
the experience of OST providers as well as families can be found in our forthcoming
report.

Thank you for your time. I look forward to answering any questions you may have.

i Afterschool programs have increased from 33,400 seats in 2017 to 36,450 seats in 2022, or approximately a 10
percent increase. Summer programming has increased from 15,000 seats in 2017 to 31,478 seats in 2022, or a 52
percent increase. Coverage rates and seat counts from 2017 can be found in our previous OST report, Needs
Assessment of Out-of-School Time Programs in the District of Columbia, found at
https://www.dcpolicycenter.org/publications/needs-assessment-school-time-programs-district-columbia/.
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